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Abstract 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To easily specify a communicating party by displaying the communicating 
party on the desk top of a personal computer(PC) while using an identifiable icon, and operating this 
icon. 

SOLUTION: In a client/server system connecting plural PC through a network to a server, the pictures of 
user icons 1 and 2 f which are prepared when a user performs accounting to the server, provided with 
information peculiar for the, user and provided with the ability of user identification are displayed on the 
desk top of the PC, the user icons get the condition information of the user including the log-in or log-out 
information of the user PC and the activity schedule information of the user from the server and by 
designating the user icon 1 while adding indications 3 and 4 concerning the condition information to the 
user icons; the communicating party of electronic mail 8 or telephone 9 is specified. Besides, the user 
icon is provided with a function as a letterbox 13 for preserving mail outputted from or inputted to the 
user. 
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[0066] 

The following will explain the processing flows in the client server system using the 
icon. Fig. 6 shows the processing flow of the whole structure of the client server system. 
First, each PC acquires information from the server to acquire information on all user 
icons. Next, the PC acquires a condition of each communication mate who has the user 
icon, and updates the display of the user icon in accordance with the acquired condition. 
The acquired condition, for example, may be being log-in or log-off, being away or not, 
and being on vacation or not, etc. (Fig. 7) 
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